
DeSci Labs
Unlocking metascience space travel



Science is broken



COORDINATION POINT
Access to the incentive layer



Peer-reviewed academic
Manuscript

THE PAPER

COORDINATION POINT
Access to the incentive layer



Incoming impact signals
- Certifier (Journal IF)
- Inbound citations

Outgoing impact signals
- Author ($)
- Funders ($)
- Institutions ($)

+ Frozen JATS (XML) / PDF 
+ DOI

+ Metadata

Incentive layer i/o

THE VOR



WHAT WE PUBLISH
We publish papers

(The rest doesn’t count)

WHAT WE CERTIFY
“Peer-review”

HOW WE PUBLISH
Manuscripts in submission systems

Peer-review + Editorial selection 
APC / subscriptions (11B industry)

Filter, then publish

HOW WE EVALUATE
Citation tracking

Impact factor

WHEN WE PUBLISH
Finalized research project

(Hypothesis, results, conclusions…) WHERE WE PUBLISH
Impact factor
(Community appeal)

COORDINATION POINTCOORDINATION POINT



RESEARCHERS



RESEARCH 
INSTITUTIONS

FUNDING 
AGENCIES

UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES

RESEARCHERS

POLICY MAKERS

HIRING
COMMITEES



VOR PROTOCOL
DOI.org/CrossRef
Frozen JATS (XML)

WoS Policy (…)
JIF™ acquisition

High barriers to entry

VOR ORACLE
WoS/SCOPUS

Bestowers of Metrics

VOR REFINERIES
Publisher’s certified 

VOR production lines

THE VOR 
SINGULARITY
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THE VOR 
SINGULARITY

HYPERCONSOLIDATION
2000: 47% top 10

2023: 73% top 10

Asteroids → consolidation



RESEARCH 
INSTITUTIONS

FUNDING 
AGENCIES

UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES

RESEARCHERS

POLICY MAKERS

HIRING
COMMITEES

THE VOR 
SINGULARITY

COMMODITIZATION
Alienating production lines

Erosion of communities

 Numbers game



THE VOR 
SINGULARITY

RESEARCH 
INSTITUTIONS

FUNDING 
AGENCIES

UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES

RESEARCHERS

POLICY MAKERS

HIRING
COMMITEES

SECURITY BREACH
Authorship for sale…

Citation for sale…

Fraud…

Compounded by AI



Consolidate
(vertical, horizonal)

Capture data
(data, users)

Produce volume
(deep vs wide) 

PUBLISHERS ARE STUCK IN A BAD METAGAME

Expand unit of 
value

Expand curation
scope

Expand community
sovereignty

LOSING STRATEGIESWINNING STRATEGIES
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A coordination device that lives upstream of policy, technology, and humanity’s future

20B TAM vs 5T TAM for social media (20BIPS!)

The black hole you cannot escape

THE VOR SINGULARITY



THE VASTNESS OF METASCIENCE SPACE

THE VOR SINGULARITY



DeSci



DeSci
A call to explore



DeSci
The DeSci Plurality

 





UNLOCKING METASCIENCE SPACE TRAVELEscape the VOR singularity



UNLOCKING METASCIENCE SPACE TRAVEL

UNLOCK METASCIENCE SPACE TRAVEL

Escape the VOR singularity



EXPAND THE UNIT OF KNOWLEDGE EXPAND THE SPACE OF CURATION EXPAND COMMUNITY SOVEREIGNTY

RESEARCH OBJECTS VERIFIABLE ATTRIBUTES DECENTRALIZED SOCIETIES

UNLOCKING METASCIENCE SPACE TRAVEL



EXPAND THE UNIT OF KNOWLEDGE EXPAND THE SPACE OF CURATION EXPAND COMMUNITY SOVEREIGNTY

RESEARCH OBJECTS VERIFIABLE ATTRIBUTES DECENTRALIZED SOCIETIES

UNLOCKING METASCIENCE SPACE TRAVEL



DeSci Escape Vessels

PROTOCOL LAYER 

SERVICE LAYER 

APPLICATION LAYER

COMMUNITIES

ARC



PROTOCOL LAYER 

SERVICE LAYER 

APPLICATION LAYER

COMMUNITIES

COORDINATION POINT
[Your Incentive layer]

Open State Data Network
(Protocol layer)

ARC

THE VOR SINGULARITY

VOR PROTOCOL 
BRIDGE

(Service layer)

DeSci Escape Vessels





YOU!





SciOS
Tech

26th -29th

2601 Walnut St 

Vision Talks
Vibes

6:45 on 27th 
Sterling event space

Incentives
Econ

15:55 on 1st 
CU Boulder



Thank You & Onwards!
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[QR code to AirTable]

Onboard


