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Preface 

This book is the story of my personal journey as an 

educator in South Africa, navigating the complex 

terrain of a system deeply rooted in colonial history. It 

is the story of how education can be a powerful tool for 

transformation, not only in individuals but in entire 

communities. As a Xhosa educator, I have spent much 

of my life grappling with the ways in which Western 

education systems have shaped us, often at the expense 

of our own cultures, values, and identities. 

When I first began my journey in education, I was like 

many others—trying to fit into a system that didn’t 

always reflect my reality. The education system I grew 

up with was built on the ideals of colonization, 

teaching me to value knowledge that didn’t always 

connect with my roots. It taught me to look outward, 

but not inward, and to admire cultures that were 

different from my own, but not to celebrate my own 

culture with the same pride. 

However, over the years, I began to realize that 

education is not just about passing exams or acquiring 

knowledge—it is about understanding who we are, 

where we come from, and where we can go. It is about 

recognizing the power of our histories, cultures, and 

identities, and using those strengths to navigate the 

modern world. Through my personal experiences and 

my work as an educator, I have come to understand 

that true education empowers us to shape our futures, 

while also honoring the wisdom of our past. 
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This book is about the ways in which we can rebuild 

and reshape South African education to better serve 

all students, particularly those in rural and township 

schools, who have historically been excluded or 

marginalized. It is about the importance of integrating 

indigenous knowledge into the curriculum, breaking 

free from the constraints of a colonial past, and giving 

students the tools they need to become leaders in their 

own right. 

Throughout these pages, I share my reflections, my 

challenges, and my hopes for the future of South 

African education. I explore how we, as educators, can 

approach teaching from a humanistic perspective—

one that values each student as an individual with a 

unique background, culture, and set of experiences. 

And most importantly, I aim to show that by 

reconnecting with our indigenous identities and 

embracing the richness of our cultural heritage, we 

can build a more inclusive, empowering education 

system for the next generation. 

In "A Journey of Rediscovery: Reconstructing South 

African Education," I invite you to join me on this 

journey of exploration, deconstruction, and 

reconstruction. Together, we can reshape education in 

South Africa, ensuring that it is a space where every 

student feels seen, heard, and empowered to reach their 

fullest potential. 
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Synopsis 

In A Journey of Rediscovery – Reconstructing South 

African Education, the author takes readers on a 

deeply personal and thought-provoking journey 

through the heart of South Africa’s educational 

landscape. As a Xhosa educator, the author reflects on 

the long-lasting impact of colonialism on the education 

system and its influence on individual identities, 

cultural values, and societal structures. 

The book begins with the author’s own struggles in the 

education system, highlighting the disconnection 

between personal cultural heritage and the 

predominantly Western-based curriculum. Through 

years of persistence, the author realizes that education 

is not just about gaining knowledge but about 

reconnecting with one’s identity and heritage. As a 

result, the book becomes a call for a reimagined 

education system—one that honors indigenous 

knowledge and supports students in understanding 

their cultural roots while empowering them for the 

future. 

The author’s critical perspective on education and 

society dives into how South Africa’s education system 

has perpetuated colonial legacies, particularly in rural 

and township schools. In A Journey of Rediscovery, the 

author explores how critical pedagogical approaches 

can help break the chains of colonialism, enabling 

students to lead with pride, confidence, and a deeper 

sense of who they are. 

With an emphasis on humanistic values, the book 

offers practical ideas for reconstructing the education 
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system to be more inclusive and culturally relevant. It 

calls for educators to value each student’s unique 

cultural background, integrate indigenous knowledge 

into the curriculum, and nurture self-awareness 

among students. Through this journey of rediscovery, 

the author believes that South Africa can break free 

from the past and shape a brighter, more inclusive 

future through education. 

This book serves as both a personal story and a 

powerful advocacy for change in South African 

education. It challenges the current educational 

paradigm, inviting educators, policymakers, and 

students to reflect on how education can become a tool 

for empowerment, self-identity, and social 

transformation. Ultimately, A Journey of Rediscovery 

is a vision for an education system that is rooted in 

South African culture, inclusive of all its people, and 

forward-looking in the pursuit of equality and 

empowerment. 
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Dedication 

This book is dedicated with love and gratitude to the 

pillars of my life—the ones who have shaped, 

supported, and inspired me through every step of this 

journey. 

To my mother, whose unwavering strength, wisdom, 

and love have been the foundation of everything I am. 

You have taught me the power of resilience, the beauty 

of kindness, and the importance of staying true to my 

roots. 

To my deceased father, whose spirit lives on in my 

heart and in the values you instilled in me. You may no 

longer be with us, but your lessons continue to guide 

me as I navigate this world, and I carry your dreams 

with me every day. 

To my partner, who stands by me with love, 

encouragement, and endless support. Your belief in 

me, even in the darkest moments, has been a light that 

helped me keep going. Together, we build a future of 

hope. 

To my brother, whose strength and camaraderie have 

been a constant in my life. You remind me of the 

importance of family and togetherness, and I am 

forever grateful for our bond. 

To my children, the heartbeat of my existence. You are 

my hope, my inspiration, and my reason for striving to 

create a better world. This book is for you, as I lay the 

path for your future, where you can grow with pride 

and confidence in who you are. 

To my entire Xhosa nation, whose culture, traditions, 

and wisdom have shaped my identity. In the beauty of 
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our language, our values, and our unity, I find the 

strength to continue my work. May our heritage be 

honored, celebrated, and passed down for generations 

to come. 

And finally, to all South African students, who carry 

the torch of tomorrow. This book is for you—the 

dreamers, the leaders, the changemakers. May you 

unlock the power within you, shape your own futures, 

and rise above the challenges, knowing that your 

education is not just knowledge—it is the key to your 

true self and a brighter, inclusive world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This journey is for you all. 
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Chapter 1: The Road Less Traveled 

It wasn’t something I ever expected, becoming a certified 

teacher. In fact, if you had told me years ago that I would 

be standing in front of a classroom, teaching young minds, 

I would have laughed. At that point, I had spent years 

trapped in the bitter reality of unemployment, a degree in 

Public Administration to my name, but no job to show for 

it. Life had dealt me a cruel hand, and the weight of it had 

become unbearable. 

I had dreams, I had aspirations, but they seemed so far 

out of reach. I had watched countless others around me 

land jobs, build careers, and start families, while I found 

myself stuck in a never-ending cycle of rejection and 

doubt. It felt as though the world had forgotten about me, 

as if I had lost my place in it. There were days when the 

darkness seemed to take over, when I wondered if giving 

up would be easier than pushing forward. 

But something inside me changed. A spark, however 

small, flickered in the distance. I wasn’t ready to give up 

yet. Instead of sinking deeper into despair, I decided to 

take control of my fate. I enrolled in a Post-graduate 

Certificate in Education (PGCE) program, unsure of 

where this new path would lead but hopeful that it would 

open up new possibilities. 
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In just one year, I had completed the program and earned 

my certification. It was an achievement that, at the time, 

felt like a new beginning. Education had given me a fresh 

lens through which to view the world. It wasn’t just about 

gaining knowledge or securing a job—it was about 

understanding the deeper implications of society and 

what it meant to truly embrace one’s identity. It taught me 

that education isn’t just about filling a head with facts; it’s 

about believing in its power to transform lives, including 

my own. 

But even with my new certification, it was still a long road 

ahead. It took nearly eight years before I landed a 

permanent teaching position. During those years, I 

worked tirelessly to improve my skills. I earned an Honors 

degree in Educational Leadership and Management, 

which taught me the ins and outs of running a school—

everything from leadership to governance to the 

organizational challenges that principals face. 

Despite my qualifications, I found that the journey was far 

from easy. The struggle didn’t end with earning a degree. 

I also worked as the director of a non-profit aimed at 

helping high school students with their college 

applications and guiding them in choosing subjects in 

grades 10 to 12. But even that project, which had started 

from a place of passion and hope, didn’t last. The financial 
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support was simply not enough to keep it going, and it 

folded. 

Yet, I couldn’t stop. I couldn’t give up. I chose to keep 

learning, to keep growing. So, I enrolled in a master’s 

program that focused on educational leadership and 

management, with a particular emphasis on women’s 

leadership in schools. This program was a turning point. 

It not only expanded my knowledge, but it also pushed 

me to examine my own identity. 

As I dove deeper into my studies, I realized that the 

questions I was asking myself were much bigger than just 

educational theory. They were questions about who I was 

and where I came from. They were questions about the 

intersection of my Xhosa heritage and the Westernized 

education system that I had navigated. It was clear to me 

now—society, education, and my own identity were often 

at odds. 

Being a Xhosa person, I understood that my cultural 

practices, like connecting with my ancestors, had been 

deeply influenced by the arrival of Christian missionaries 

during the colonial period. These missionaries were part 

of a larger colonial agenda that sought to replace 

indigenous traditions with Western beliefs and practices. 

This didn’t just impact my spirituality—it affected how I 

understood myself and the world around me. And the 
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education system, much like the missionaries, carried the 

legacy of colonization. It often focused on Eurocentric 

knowledge—values, histories, and methodologies that, 

while important, ignored the richness of African cultures 

and traditions. 

 

Chapter 2: The Colonial Legacy and African 

Identity 

The legacy of colonization is far from a thing of the past. 

It’s embedded deeply within our schools, our leadership 

structures, and our very understanding of who we are as 

African people. This legacy has shaped how we view 

ourselves, our cultures, and our education systems. 

Growing up, I was taught to value education, but not in a 

way that respected my cultural identity. The education I 

received was influenced by the colonial mindset, which 

privileged Western thought while disregarding the 

richness of African traditions. 

The missionaries’ influence on African spirituality was 

just one facet of this shift. Their presence was part of a 

larger plan to erase African cultures, replacing them with 

Western values. Education, too, became a tool of control. 

It wasn’t just about learning—it was about conforming to 

a foreign way of thinking. Even today, many African 
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countries, South Africa included, continue to teach 

knowledge that is rooted in Eurocentric ideals. 

I struggled with this reality as I went through school, as I 

pursued degrees, and as I entered the classroom as a 

teacher. I felt a disconnect between my cultural heritage 

and the curriculum I was asked to teach. There was little 

room for indigenous knowledge, for the stories of my 

people, or for the cultural practices that had been passed 

down through generations. Instead, I was expected to 

teach the history of the West, to emphasize Western 

theories, and to ignore the vibrant cultural practices that 

were part of my identity. 

But as I gained more experience, I realized that this 

disconnect was not just personal—it was widespread. 

Many African students, particularly those from 

marginalized communities, faced the same struggle. They 

were taught to value academic achievement and 

professional success in ways that often conflicted with 

their cultural upbringing. It became clear to me that in 

order to move forward, African students—especially 

women—needed to reclaim their identity within this 

colonial education system. 

This led me to a new realization: if I was to help students 

find their place in the world, I had to first find my own. I 

had to embrace both my Xhosa heritage and the 
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education I had received. Only by reconciling these two 

parts of myself could I hope to help others do the same. 

 

Chapter 3: Reconstructing Pedagogical 

Identities in the Classroom 

As a teacher, I began to see my role not just as a deliverer 

of knowledge but as a guide in a larger journey of self-

discovery. The education system may have been shaped 

by colonial forces, but it didn’t have to remain that way. 

We, as educators, had the power to reconstruct African 

pedagogical identities by embracing a humanistic 

approach to teaching. 

Humanistic pedagogy focuses on the whole child—

intellectually, emotionally, and culturally. It places 

emphasis on empathy, respect, and the recognition that 

every student is an individual with unique needs and 

experiences. In South Africa, where the legacy of 

apartheid and colonization still looms large, humanistic 

pedagogy offers a way to reclaim our cultural identity and 

rebuild a system that respects and celebrates the richness 

of African heritage. 

For me, this meant integrating African languages, history, 

and traditions into my teaching. As a Xhosa educator, I 

found strength in my heritage. I made sure that my lessons 
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reflected the values of Ubuntu, the African philosophy 

that emphasizes the interconnectedness of all people. By 

teaching through the lens of Ubuntu, I not only honored 

my own culture but also created a space where students 

could connect with their own identities. 

But this approach wasn’t just about teaching students to 

appreciate their culture—it was about helping them 

understand the world. By blending indigenous knowledge 

with global perspectives, I could foster critical thinking 

and empower students to navigate the complexities of the 

modern world without losing sight of their roots. 

 

Chapter 4: A New Vision for African Education 

The journey to decolonize education is long and 

challenging, but it is also incredibly rewarding. As African 

educators, we are uniquely positioned to guide this 

transformation, to reconstruct our pedagogical identities, 

and to create a system that reflects the diversity and 

richness of our cultures. 

Education is not just about passing exams or following a 

prescribed curriculum—it is about building a future where 

students can embrace their identities, honor their 

heritage, and become confident, compassionate leaders. 

Through a humanistic approach to teaching, we can help 
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nurture the next generation of African leaders who will 

rise above colonial legacies and build a brighter, more 

inclusive future for all. 

This is my story—one of struggle, discovery, and 

transformation. It is a story that I hope will inspire others, 

especially African educators, to take the necessary steps 

to reclaim and reconstruct our pedagogical identities. 

Only by doing so can we ensure that education becomes 

a true tool for empowerment, self-realization, and the 

celebration of African heritage. 

 

Chapter 5: Bridging Worlds—Empowering 

Minds 

In the heart of every classroom lies the opportunity to 

shape a new future. As a teacher, I’ve always believed that 

the role of education isn’t just about passing knowledge 

from one person to another. It’s about connecting the dots 

between where we come from and where we are headed. 

Education, when done right, becomes a tool that equips 

young minds to navigate the complexities of the world 

while staying grounded in the richness of their own 

cultural heritage. 

For years, I struggled with the gap between my Xhosa 

heritage and the lessons I was asked to teach. The 
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colonial education system had drilled in me the idea that 

Western knowledge was superior, while the traditions, 

languages, and wisdom of my people seemed irrelevant 

or outdated. It wasn’t until I stepped back and began to 

reflect that I realized the truth: the world didn’t have to be 

split into two opposing sides. I didn’t have to choose 

between honoring my African roots and embracing the 

modern, global world. 

In my classroom, I started to weave together the old and 

the new. I began blending indigenous knowledge with 

global perspectives, understanding that both could 

coexist and complement each other. This wasn’t about 

choosing one over the other—it was about finding 

harmony, understanding that the wisdom passed down 

through generations can help guide us through the 

challenges of today’s fast-paced, ever-changing world. 

Indigenous knowledge, deeply rooted in our cultures, 

holds timeless wisdom. In the Xhosa tradition, we value 

community, respect for nature, and spiritual connections 

to our ancestors. These teachings are not just rituals; they 

are lessons on living harmoniously with the earth, 

understanding our place in the world, and fostering 

empathy for others. These traditions are built on centuries 

of lived experiences, offering valuable perspectives on 

leadership, cooperation, and survival. 
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As I began to incorporate these lessons into my teaching, 

I saw my students’ faces light up with understanding. It 

wasn’t just academic knowledge they were receiving—it 

was a sense of identity and pride. They started to see 

themselves as part of something much larger than their 

individual lives. They were connected to their community, 

to their history, and to the land. This sense of belonging 

created a safe space for them to express themselves and 

embrace their cultural roots. 

Take the concept of Ubuntu, for instance. “I am because 

we are.” This African philosophy teaches us that we are 

all interconnected. I brought this into my classroom not 

as just a phrase, but as a way of life. I encouraged my 

students to collaborate, to see each other’s successes as 

their own, and to value the contributions of every 

member of the class. When a student struggled, the class 

came together to lift them up. When someone succeeded, 

everyone celebrated. 

By introducing such philosophies, my students weren’t 

just learning about history or literature—they were 

learning how to be compassionate, thoughtful, and 

responsible individuals. They were growing emotionally, 

not just academically. They were building character, 

something the traditional education system often 

overlooks in favor of mere knowledge. 



Botha, W.  

At the same time, I understood that my students also 

needed to understand the wider world beyond our 

community. The modern world is global, connected, and 

full of opportunities. To succeed in today’s world, they 

would need to understand global issues, communicate 

across cultures, and think critically about the complex 

problems facing society. They couldn’t thrive by clinging 

to tradition alone, just as they couldn’t ignore it in favor of 

only Western knowledge. 

So, I began to introduce global perspectives into my 

lessons. But it wasn’t about teaching Western ideals or 

simply repeating what had been taught to me—it was 

about finding common ground between African wisdom 

and global knowledge. For example, when discussing 

environmental science, we explored both Western 

scientific theories and African traditional practices that 

emphasize living in harmony with nature. When talking 

about leadership, we studied both global leaders and our 

own local heroes, showing students how leadership can 

take many forms, rooted both in Western models and 

African philosophies. 

This blending didn’t just make lessons more engaging—it 

made them more relevant. The students didn’t feel torn 

between two worlds. Instead, they saw that they were 

capable of holding multiple perspectives at once. They 

could be proud of their African heritage while also 
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engaging with the world beyond their borders. They could 

understand the global challenges we face, from climate 

change to technology, while staying rooted in the values 

that their ancestors had passed down. 

 

Chapter 6: Fostering Critical Thinking 

The real magic happened when students started thinking 

critically about everything they were learning. Instead of 

passively accepting facts and ideas, they began to 

question and connect dots on their own. They could look 

at global issues through the lens of their cultural values, 

offering fresh insights that others might not see. 

For example, when we studied the impacts of colonialism, 

I encouraged my students to look at it not only from a 

historical perspective but also through the lens of their 

own experiences. How did colonialism affect their 

community? How does it still affect them today? This 

approach allowed them to think about history as 

something living and relevant, not just a series of events 

to memorize. 

I also encouraged them to bring their own perspectives 

into the classroom, to share how their traditions, beliefs, 

and personal experiences shaped their views. This wasn’t 

always easy, especially when it meant challenging long-
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held assumptions. But by creating a space where all 

voices were heard, students began to see the value of their 

own ideas and experiences. They learned to question 

what they were taught, to dig deeper, and to think 

critically about the world around them. 

As I watched them grow, I saw the transformation: from 

passive learners to active thinkers. They started to 

challenge the status quo, to ask questions that went 

beyond the textbook. They understood that there was no 

single answer to any problem—that the world was 

complex, and that solutions often required blending 

different ways of thinking. 

The blending of indigenous knowledge with global 

perspectives didn’t just benefit my students academically; 

it empowered them in a way that was holistic. They 

learned to navigate the complexities of the modern world 

without losing sight of who they were. They understood 

that their identity was not something to be discarded in 

favor of fitting into a Western mold; it was something to 

be embraced and celebrated. 

This approach didn’t just empower them as individuals—

it empowered them as a community. When students 

began to see their heritage as a strength, they developed 

confidence in themselves and their abilities. They 

understood that they didn’t have to choose between the 
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past and the future; they could bridge both worlds, 

drawing wisdom from each to create something new. 

And as an educator, that’s the real gift I’ve received. The 

privilege of guiding young minds to understand that they 

don’t have to choose between their roots and the world. 

They can embrace both, think critically, and use their 

unique perspectives to change the world. The key is 

helping them understand that their heritage, their 

knowledge, and their place in the world are all valuable. 

And through education, they can unlock the power to 

shape their own futures, with wisdom drawn from the past 

and insight for the future. 

In this way, we break the chains of colonialism and 

embrace a future where students are not only educated—

they are empowered to lead with pride, confidence, and a 

deep sense of who they are. 

 

Chapter 7: Unlocking the Power Within 

It was another day in my classroom, and the sun streamed 

through the windows, casting warm light across the desks. 

The children were quietly settling into their seats, eager to 

start the lesson. I could feel the excitement in the air—not 

because they were just ready for another lesson, but 

because today would be different. Today, I would remind 
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them of something they had forgotten, something they 

needed to remember: the power they already had inside 

them. 

“Good morning, class,” I greeted them with a smile, my 

voice steady and warm. They looked back at me with 

expectant eyes. “Today, we are going to talk about 

something very important—your power to shape your 

future.” 

The students, mostly between the ages of ten and twelve, 

were still in the process of discovering who they were and 

what they could become. Many of them came from 

communities where education often seemed like a means 

to an end—a way to find a job and earn a living. But I 

knew there was so much more to education than just 

preparing them for work. I wanted them to see that 

education was the key to unlocking their own power, to 

allowing them to decide their paths for themselves, free 

from the limitations placed on them by history. 

“Education is not just about memorizing facts or passing 

exams,” I explained. “It’s a tool, a key that helps you 

unlock the power inside of you. This power is what allows 

you to shape your future, to create the life you want for 

yourself.” 

They listened, some of them with their heads tilted in 

curiosity. I could tell they were wondering how this was 
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different from the usual lessons. And that’s when I saw 

it—the glimmer of doubt in their eyes. How could they, 

ordinary students like them, possibly shape the future? 

They were just children, weren’t they? 

I smiled, knowing this moment was important. 

“Let me tell you something,” I continued, “You are not just 

the product of what you learn here in school. You are the 

product of your history, your culture, your ancestors. We 

come from a long line of strong, wise people who have 

faced unimaginable struggles and still managed to thrive. 

That is where your power comes from—your roots, your 

heritage.” 

I saw the spark of recognition in their faces. Many of them 

were learning about their history for the first time. They 

were hearing about the rich culture that came long before 

colonization, about the strength of their ancestors who 

lived through hardship but never lost their sense of 

identity. 

“By learning from the past, you can shape the future,” I 

said, looking at each of them. “But to do that, you must 

believe in yourself, in your ability to lead, to make choices 

that will improve your life. Your education should not just 

prepare you to live in the world—it should prepare you to 

change it.” 
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Their eyes brightened with this new understanding. I 

could see that they were beginning to feel the weight of 

what I was saying. Education wasn’t just about fitting into 

the world; it was about finding their place in it and shaping 

it according to their own values. 

“So, my dear students,” I said, my voice filled with passion, 

“you have the power to unlock your own future. And that 

future? It is yours to build. You don’t have to wait for 

someone to give it to you. You are the ones who will 

create it.” 

As the bell rang, signaling the end of the lesson, I watched 

as the children slowly filed out of the room, their heads 

held just a little higher. It was clear to me now—they were 

leaving with something more than just knowledge. They 

were leaving with the belief that they could change their 

futures. They were no longer just students—they were 

future leaders in the making. 

 

Chapter 8: Breaking the Chains 

The past never fully leaves us. It lingers in the way we 

think, in the way we speak, and even in the way we see 

ourselves. As a Xhosa educator, I knew this truth all too 

well. I had felt the weight of history every day, especially 

in the classroom. It wasn’t just about teaching subjects—
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it was about navigating the layers of colonialism that had 

shaped how we saw the world, how we saw our own 

worth. 

In many ways, the education system had been built to 

remind us of our place in the world, a place that was 

subjugated and shaped by colonial powers. It was a 

system that often ignored our cultures, our stories, and our 

history. But I had a deep conviction that we could change 

that. Education could be the tool to break those chains. 

One afternoon, I stood in front of my students, knowing 

that today’s lesson would be different. Today, we were 

going to talk about freedom—not just freedom from the 

past, but freedom to create a future where they could lead 

with pride, confidence, and a deep understanding of who 

they were. 

“Do you know what it means to break free from 

something?” I asked. “To truly be free?” 

Some of them looked at me, uncertain. I could tell they 

were thinking about the idea of freedom in terms of 

politics or history, the things they had been taught in 

school. But I knew that breaking free wasn’t just about 

escaping the past—it was about reclaiming the future. 

“Breaking free is not just about physical freedom,” I said. 

“It’s about freedom in your minds, in your hearts. It’s 
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about no longer letting someone else tell you who you are 

or what you can become.” 

The classroom grew silent as they thought about my 

words. It was a difficult concept for some of them to grasp. 

After all, they had grown up in a system that told them 

that the world was bigger than them, that their culture and 

their history weren’t as important as the stories of other 

people. But I knew it was time to change that mindset. It 

was time to remind them of the power they held within 

themselves. 

“We’ve been taught to see ourselves through the eyes of 

others,” I continued. “Through the eyes of people who 

came here and tried to erase our cultures, our languages, 

our way of life. But that’s not who we are. Our identity 

doesn’t belong to anyone else. It’s ours.” 

I could see the students starting to feel the weight of my 

words. They were beginning to understand that 

colonialism hadn’t just taken their land—it had taken their 

sense of self. It had made them feel small in a world that 

wasn’t built for them. But they didn’t have to accept that. 

They could break those chains. 

“The power to lead, to shape your future, is in your hands,” 

I said, my voice filled with conviction. “When you 

embrace who you truly are—your culture, your history, 

your identity—you unlock a strength that no one can take 
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from you. And that’s how you lead. With pride, with 

confidence, and with a deep sense of who you are.” 

As the class ended, I watched my students leave with a 

different energy. They weren’t just walking out of the 

door—they were walking into their futures with their 

heads held higher, with pride in their identity, and the 

understanding that education was not just about getting a 

job. It was about creating a life that reflected who they 

truly were. 

We had begun to break the chains of colonialism, piece 

by piece. Through education, we were rewriting the 

narrative—one where they were not just educated but 

empowered to lead the way forward. 

 

Chapter 9: A Call to Educators: Embracing the 

Journey with Purpose 

As I stand before my classroom, with the eyes of young 

minds looking up at me, I am reminded daily of the 

responsibility I carry as an educator. It’s a role that 

requires not just knowledge, but heart—a deep passion 

for shaping futures, nurturing potential, and guiding 

students toward becoming the best versions of 

themselves. Education is not just a profession; it’s a 

calling. It’s an opportunity to plant seeds of wisdom, to 
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challenge assumptions, and to create spaces where 

students feel valued and empowered. 

For me, becoming a teacher wasn’t just about standing in 

front of a class or delivering lessons—it was about 

embracing a deeper purpose, one that was shaped by my 

own experiences and struggles. Growing up, I was told 

that education was the key to success, but I never truly 

understood how profound that statement was until I 

became an educator myself. Through my own journey—

overcoming years of uncertainty and finding my way in an 

often unwelcoming world of job opportunities—I 

discovered the true power of education. 

I often reflect on the struggles I faced—being 

unemployed despite having a degree, feeling the weight of 

expectation in a system that didn't quite understand who 

I was or where I came from. But when I finally became a 

teacher, it wasn’t just a job—it was a rebirth. It was my 

opportunity to give students what I never had: belief, 

guidance, and the tools to unlock their potential, no 

matter where they came from. 

As educators, we are much more than knowledge bearers. 

We are the architects of futures, the ones who inspire 

curiosity, ignite passions, and open minds. It’s easy to get 

caught up in the day-to-day mechanics of lesson planning, 

grading papers, or managing classrooms. But behind all of 
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that, there is something greater happening: we are 

shaping lives. 

Every day I step into my classroom, I remind myself that 

teaching is not just about transferring knowledge—it’s 

about connection. Each student who walks through that 

door brings with them a unique story, a different 

perspective, and their own struggles and strengths. And it 

is my job, as their guide, to help them see the value in their 

story, in their journey, and in themselves. 

Building meaningful connections with students is the 

heart of teaching. It’s about recognizing their individuality, 

meeting them where they are, and helping them believe 

in the greatness that lies within them. Sometimes, the best 

lesson I teach isn’t found in a textbook, but in a 

conversation or a small act of kindness. It’s in showing 

them that I care about who they are, that I believe in their 

potential, and that I am there to help them grow—not just 

academically, but as human beings. 

One of the most important lessons I’ve learned is the 

importance of being authentic. Students can sense when 

a teacher is being real with them, when they aren’t just 

following a script or lecturing from a place of authority. 

They want to know that we see them, that we understand 

them, and that we value their voices. 
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As a Xhosa educator, my authenticity also lies in 

embracing my own cultural identity. I know that I have a 

unique perspective to offer, one that is deeply tied to my 

roots and the wisdom passed down from my ancestors. I 

share that part of myself with my students, not as a form 

of instruction, but as an example of the strength that 

comes from knowing who you are. And it is through this 

authenticity that I connect with my students on a deeper 

level. 

 

Chapter 10: Perseverance and Growth 

There will be times, as educators, when we feel 

defeated—when we wonder if our efforts are truly making 

a difference. There will be days when the weight of 

responsibility feels too heavy, when the challenges of the 

system seem insurmountable. But it is in these moments 

of doubt that we must remember the power of 

perseverance. The work we do is not always easy, but it is 

always meaningful. 

Just like our students, we too are on a journey of growth. 

The road isn’t always smooth, but every challenge we face 

helps us grow stronger, more resilient, and more 

compassionate. When I was struggling with 

unemployment, unsure of what the future held, I kept 

going because I believed that I could make a difference, 
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even if it took time. And when I became a teacher, I knew 

that the true power of education lies not just in the lessons 

we teach, but in the lives we touch. 

To my fellow educators, I urge you: Never lose sight of 

why you chose this profession. Yes, teaching is difficult at 

times, but it is also one of the most rewarding journeys 

you will ever take. Your impact reaches far beyond the 

classroom, extending into the hearts and minds of your 

students. You have the power to ignite change, to inspire 

greatness, and to help young people find the strength to 

shape their futures. 

Through education, we can help students unlock the 

potential within them, a potential that has been cultivated 

by generations of resilience and wisdom. We can show 

them that their past, their heritage, and their identity are 

not things to be hidden or ashamed of. They are what 

make them unique, what give them strength in the face of 

adversity. 

As educators, we are not just passing on knowledge; we 

are empowering students to take control of their own 

destinies. We are breaking down the barriers that were 

built by a history of oppression, and we are building up a 

future where our students—especially those from 

marginalized communities—can walk with pride and 

confidence, knowing that they are worthy of success. 
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It is easy to fall into the trap of thinking that education is 

simply about getting grades, passing tests, or meeting the 

expectations of others. But when we embrace the true 

power of education, we see it for what it truly is: a tool for 

transformation. A way for students to see themselves 

clearly, to know their worth, and to step into the world as 

confident leaders who will shape their own futures, guided 

by the wisdom of the past and the insight for the future. 

If you are an educator reading this, know that the work 

you do matters. You have the incredible power to shape 

lives, to change futures, and to break the cycles of 

limitation. Embrace your authenticity, believe in your 

students, and never lose sight of the impact you make, no 

matter how small it may seem. 

Because, as I’ve learned in my own journey, it’s not just 

about what we teach. It’s about how we inspire, how we 

lead, and how we empower those we teach to believe in 

their own potential. Education, in its truest form, is not 

about preparing students for the world—it’s about helping 

them believe that they can change the world. And that, 

my friends, is the ultimate gift we give as educators. 

So, I urge you—keep going. Keep teaching. Keep 

believing. You are changing the world, one student at a 

time. 
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Chapter 11: Navigating the Streams of Life in 

Education  

In life, we all encounter streams—sometimes gentle, 

sometimes rough—that guide us toward our destiny. For 

me, these streams have been the world of education. But 

unlike the calm, steady rivers many people envision when 

they think of education, my journey has been a constant 

stream of challenges, twists, and turns. Every obstacle, 

every struggle, has helped me grow into the critical 

pedagogist I am today. 

As a Xhosa educator, my journey began with a simple but 

powerful idea: education is not just about filling minds 

with facts and figures, but about awakening students to 

their own power. And like any journey through a stream, 

there were moments of peace, but also moments of 

turbulence, where I had to fight the currents of a system 

that did not always see me, my culture, or my community 

for what they truly were. 

I didn’t start my path as an educator with grand visions. 

Like so many others, I struggled to find my place in a 

world that seemed built for people who didn’t look like 

me or speak like me. I had dreams, yes, but the road ahead 

felt uncertain. The longer I searched for employment, the 

further I drifted from the idea of what success was 

supposed to look like. Despite having a degree, despite 
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being told that education was the key to unlocking my 

future, the doors remained closed. 

But through these struggles, I found my true calling. I 

realized that education wasn’t about conforming to a 

system. It was about questioning that system, 

understanding how it shaped our lives, and finding ways 

to reshape it for the better. It was in the moments of doubt 

and frustration that I discovered the power of critical 

pedagogy. 

Critical pedagogy, for me, is not just a theory—it’s a way 

of life. It’s about seeing beyond the surface of what is 

taught, looking at the underlying structures, and 

challenging them. It’s about asking the tough questions—

Why do we teach what we teach? Who decides what 

knowledge is worth knowing? And most importantly, how 

can we use education to empower students to see 

themselves as agents of change? 

Navigating through life as a critical pedagogist means 

constantly swimming against the current. The traditional 

education system, especially in post-colonial countries 

like South Africa, was not built with the needs of 

marginalized communities in mind. The legacy of 

apartheid still lingers, often manifesting in the ways 

students are taught to view their history, their identity, and 

their potential. 
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But instead of accepting this reality, I’ve embraced it as 

part of my work. As a critical pedagogist, I understand 

that the purpose of education is not just to equip students 

with academic knowledge, but to give them the tools to 

question the world around them. To help them 

understand that they are not simply passive recipients of 

information, but active participants in shaping their 

futures. 

One of the streams I had to navigate was the legacy of 

colonialism, which continues to have a powerful influence 

on education in South Africa. Growing up as a Xhosa 

person, I was taught to value education, but often the 

education I received came from a Western perspective, 

disconnected from my culture, my language, and my 

history. The curriculum was steeped in Eurocentric values 

and ideologies, leaving little room for indigenous 

knowledge systems, languages, or cultural practices. 

As I became an educator, I realized how deeply 

colonialism had shaped my understanding of education. I 

wasn’t just teaching subjects from a Western 

framework—I was teaching my students to accept a 

version of history and knowledge that didn’t acknowledge 

their lived experiences. It was in those moments that I 

understood the true power of critical pedagogy: the ability 

to see education for what it truly is—a tool for liberation. 
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This realization became the foundation of my teaching 

philosophy. I didn’t want to simply educate my students 

to pass exams or conform to societal expectations. I 

wanted to empower them to be critical thinkers, to see the 

world through their own eyes, and to challenge the norms 

that had been ingrained in them. 

There are many challenges that come with navigating the 

streams of life as a critical pedagogist. The educational 

system, though vital, often resists change. In my case, I 

had to swim against a current that seemed determined to 

keep things the same. I remember the frustration of seeing 

students being taught to memorize facts, to regurgitate 

information without truly understanding it, and to accept 

a version of knowledge that was foreign to their own 

experiences. 

As a critical educator, I had to ask myself: How can I 

break this cycle? How can I transform my classroom into 

a space where students not only gain knowledge but also 

learn to question it, reflect on it, and use it to better 

understand themselves and the world? 

The answer wasn’t simple. It required me to build a new 

kind of classroom—one that was rooted in respect for 

each student’s culture, identity, and background. I began 

integrating indigenous knowledge into my lessons, using 

storytelling, oral traditions, and cultural practices to make 
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learning more relevant to my students. I realized that 

education should not erase their identity but celebrate it, 

allowing them to see that their culture and heritage are 

powerful sources of knowledge. 

 

Chapter 12: Empowering the Future 

Despite the challenges, there have been moments of 

triumph. When I see a student’s face light up because they 

finally understand that they can shape their own future, or 

when they start to ask critical questions about the world 

around them, I know I am doing something right. 

Education, when done with intention and care, can 

unlock the power within students to transform their lives. 

For me, the ultimate goal of education is not just to 

provide knowledge, but to provide the skills necessary to 

challenge injustice, inequality, and oppression. As a 

critical pedagogist, my job is to help my students realize 

that they have the ability to rewrite their stories, to break 

the chains that have held them back for so long. 

I teach them that they are not just products of their 

environment—they are creators of their own futures. And 

that, to me, is the true power of education. 

As I continue to navigate the streams of life in education, 

I reflect on how far I’ve come. I started as a student in a 
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system that tried to erase my identity, and now I stand 

before my own students, offering them the opportunity to 

embrace who they are. 

Critical pedagogy is not just about teaching; it’s about 

creating a world where students feel empowered to live 

their truths. It’s about challenging systems that have long 

held them back and encouraging them to build their 

futures with wisdom from the past and insight for the 

future. 

I know the currents will never stop. Education will always 

be a journey, and at times, it will feel like swimming 

against the tide. But as long as I continue to teach with 

purpose, with love for my students, and with a 

commitment to social change, I know that the streams I 

navigate will be worth every challenge. 

Because in the end, education is not just a tool for 

survival—it’s a tool for transformation. And as a critical 

pedagogist, I am honored to guide my students on this 

journey, helping them navigate their own streams, shaping 

their futures, and building a world that reflects the beauty, 

strength, and power of their identities. 
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Chapter 13: Navigating the Streams of Life – 

The Real World of South African Education 

In South Africa, the streams of life are not always calm. 

They are often full of rapids, obstacles, and unpredictable 

currents. As an educator, I have learned to navigate these 

streams, not just as a teacher but as someone deeply 

embedded in the complex web of education, politics, and 

society. My journey through the South African education 

system has been one of learning, questioning, and 

transforming. 

Growing up in a post-apartheid South Africa, I 

experienced firsthand the scars left by the old regime. The 

education system, though officially "free and fair" after 

1994, still carries the weight of its past. The echoes of 

apartheid policies still resonate in our classrooms, in our 

curricula, and in the minds of many South Africans. These 

remnants shape how students learn, how teachers teach, 

and how we all view the world. 

For me, as a Xhosa educator, the struggle began the 

moment I stepped into the classroom. I was caught 

between two worlds—one of traditional African values, 

and the other of a Westernized education system that still 

held on to colonial legacies. I was taught to value 

education above all else, but it was clear that the system 
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I was part of didn’t always value what I brought to the 

table: my culture, my language, and my roots. 

The real world of South African education is far from 

perfect. We still face issues of overcrowded classrooms, 

under-resourced schools, and an outdated curriculum 

that often doesn’t reflect the diverse cultural backgrounds 

of students. And while the government has made strides 

in reforming the education system, the pace of change 

feels slow, like trying to swim against a powerful current. 

I remember my first year as a teacher. I walked into the 

classroom with excitement and a deep desire to make a 

difference. But soon, reality hit. There were students who 

were disinterested, classrooms without enough resources, 

and a system that sometimes felt more like an obstacle 

than a support. It was frustrating to see so many bright, 

capable students who were being limited by 

circumstances beyond their control. The old policies, still 

lingering, created a space where certain students were 

favored while others were left behind. 

I began to question: How could I, as an educator, change 

this? How could I help students break free from the cycles 

of disadvantage and self-doubt that had been ingrained in 

them by years of inequality? I realized that the answers 

lay not only in the knowledge I could share but in the way 

I taught. I needed to give my students the power to see 
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themselves as more than just products of their 

circumstances. I needed to help them understand that 

education was a tool for liberation—liberation from the 

chains of colonialism, poverty, and self-limiting beliefs. 

In every lesson I taught, I began to see education as a way 

of challenging the system. I focused on creating an 

environment where my students could express 

themselves freely, where they could learn from each 

other’s experiences, and where their voices were heard. 

The streams of life in South African education can be 

harsh, but I knew that by teaching with passion, empathy, 

and respect for their identity, I could help my students 

navigate the rough waters ahead. 

The real world outside the classroom wasn’t much easier. 

Politics and society play a big role in shaping the 

educational landscape. Teachers are often caught in the 

crossfire of political decisions and societal issues that 

affect our students’ ability to learn. Whether it’s the 

ongoing debates about the language of instruction, the 

challenges of unemployment, or the political decisions 

that filter down to the schools, it’s clear that the streams 

of South African education are influenced by forces far 

beyond the classroom. 

But I remain hopeful. Each day, I see students break 

through the barriers of a system that sometimes seems 
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designed to hold them back. Each day, I see the power of 

education to change lives, to shift mindsets, and to create 

a better future for South Africa. Even though the streams 

are tough, they also carry with them the potential for 

growth and change. 

 

 

Chapter 14: Navigating the Streams of Politics 

and Society 

Politics and society, like the streams of a river, are ever-

changing, sometimes calm, sometimes turbulent. As an 

educator in South Africa, I have learned that navigating 

these streams requires not only knowledge but also 

resilience and a deep commitment to the values I hold 

dear. 

The political landscape in South Africa is a complex web 

of history, power struggles, and social movements. The 

echoes of apartheid still shape the way we think about 

race, class, and opportunity. The division between the rich 

and the poor is stark, and the effects of apartheid’s legacy 

are still felt in our schools, in our communities, and in our 

lives. As an educator, I cannot separate myself from this 

reality. Every day, I teach students who live in the 
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aftermath of this history, who struggle with the burdens of 

inequality, unemployment, and social injustice. 

But I’ve learned that teaching in this context is not just 

about transmitting knowledge—it’s about teaching my 

students to see themselves as agents of change. In a 

society where many feel powerless, it is essential to show 

them that they have the power to shape their futures. It is 

not just about memorizing facts or passing exams; it’s 

about developing the critical thinking skills necessary to 

question the world around them, to understand the forces 

at play in society, and to know that they can make a 

difference. 

The political environment in South Africa can be 

disheartening. There are moments when it feels like 

nothing changes—when promises are made, but progress 

is slow. In the classroom, I often feel like I am swimming 

against the current of a system that doesn’t always 

support my students’ needs. But I have learned that, just 

like the rivers and streams I navigate, there is always an 

ebb and flow to life. There will be difficult days, but there 

will also be moments of clarity, of change, and of hope. 

My role as an educator is to help my students understand 

the complexities of the world they live in. I teach them 

not just about their subjects, but about their rights, their 

responsibilities, and their potential to make an impact. We 
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discuss the social issues that affect them—the challenges 

of poverty, crime, and inequality—and how these issues 

are rooted in the larger political context. I encourage them 

to think critically about these issues and how they can 

contribute to a more just and equitable society. 

In a society where many people still live with the weight 

of oppression and inequality, it’s important for me to show 

my students that they are not alone. They are part of a 

larger movement for change. The challenges they face in 

the classroom are often a reflection of the struggles 

happening outside of it. But just as they have the power 

to break through the barriers of education, they also have 

the power to shape the future of South Africa. 

Navigating the streams of politics and society can be 

overwhelming at times, but I have learned to see these 

challenges as opportunities for growth. The struggle for 

justice and equality is ongoing, and my students are the 

ones who will carry that torch forward. Through 

education, they can unlock the power to shape their own 

futures, with wisdom drawn from the past and insight for 

the future. 

In a way, my role as an educator is to be a guide through 

these turbulent waters, helping my students find their own 

way. As much as education is about gaining knowledge, 

it’s also about developing the confidence to lead, to stand 
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up for what’s right, and to know that they are capable of 

achieving greatness, no matter the circumstances. 

Through all the turbulence, through all the challenges, 

there is always hope. The streams of life in South Africa 

may be difficult to navigate, but I am proud to be part of 

the current that is shaping a new, brighter future—one 

student at a time. 

 

Chapter 15: The Current of Change – Facing 

Corruption in South African Education 

As I stand in front of my students every day, I am filled 

with a sense of purpose. I am proud to be part of the 

current that is shaping a new, brighter future for South 

Africa—one where education can be the key to unlocking 

opportunities for all. But the journey, like the river, is not 

always smooth. Sometimes, I find myself caught in 

turbulent waters, where the very forces that should be 

helping our country progress—our government—are, in 

many ways, holding us back. 

The ANC, the African National Congress, once 

symbolized hope and liberation for millions of South 

Africans. It was the party that fought against apartheid, 

that fought for the freedom of all people, regardless of 

their race or background. But over the years, I have 
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watched with growing concern as the promise of a better 

South Africa has slowly been eroded by corruption, 

mismanagement, and a failure to address the needs of the 

people. 

As an educator, I feel this corruption deeply. The 

education system is supposed to be the cornerstone of 

our society’s progress, the place where the youth of South 

Africa are empowered to think critically, to learn, and to 

lead. But under the weight of political corruption, that 

system often feels broken. 

In the classroom, I see the effects of this corruption every 

day. Resources are scarce, and the infrastructure is falling 

apart. We have outdated textbooks, classrooms filled with 

students beyond capacity, and a curriculum that often 

feels disconnected from the real challenges our students 

face. While the government makes promises about 

improving education, these promises rarely materialize in 

tangible ways. The funds meant to uplift schools and 

provide better learning environments are often 

misallocated or lost in bureaucratic inefficiencies. 

I find myself wrestling with the reality of being an 

educator in a system that is so deeply flawed. But I also 

know that, as an educator, my responsibility goes beyond 

just teaching facts and figures. I am a part of a generation 

that must hold both the government and ourselves 
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accountable. We cannot simply sit back and accept that 

things will improve on their own. We need to actively 

engage with the world around us, even when it’s 

uncomfortable. 

Critical theory has always guided my approach to 

education. It pushes me to question the status quo, to 

challenge the systems that perpetuate inequality, and to 

ensure that my students are not just passive recipients of 

knowledge, but active participants in shaping the world. 

When I teach, I try to inspire them to think critically about 

the government, about the systems of power that affect 

their lives, and about how they can become agents of 

change in their communities. 

Through critical theory, I teach my students to understand 

that education is not neutral. It is shaped by the political 

forces of our time, and those forces often reflect deep-

seated inequalities and injustices. I encourage them to 

question the narratives they are told about our 

government, about our leaders, and about the structures 

that govern their lives. I want them to know that they have 

the power to demand more—not just for themselves, but 

for all South Africans. 

It’s a tough lesson to teach. It’s difficult to explain to young 

minds that the very systems they are supposed to trust 

can sometimes betray them. But I believe this is the kind 
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of education we need. The future of South Africa lies in 

the hands of the youth, and they must be equipped with 

the tools to fight for a better future. They need to know 

that they are not just victims of corruption and 

mismanagement; they are the ones who can change the 

course of history. 

As I look at my students, I see hope. I see a generation 

that is questioning, challenging, and seeking the truth. The 

road ahead is long, but I know that we are shaping a new 

future, one where corruption will no longer be tolerated, 

and where education will be the tool that empowers 

people to take control of their destinies. 

 

Chapter 16: A Bright Future – Teaching for 

Liberation and Justice 

The future of South Africa is uncertain. We have come a 

long way since the end of apartheid, but we still face many 

challenges—poverty, inequality, corruption, and a 

government that often seems disconnected from the 

struggles of ordinary South Africans. Yet, as an educator, 

I believe with all my heart that the future can be brighter. 

I believe that education holds the key to unlocking the 

potential of every South African, to breaking the chains of 

poverty and injustice, and to creating a society where 

everyone has the opportunity to thrive. 
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But education cannot be simply about teaching students 

to memorize facts or pass exams. It must be about 

teaching them to think critically, to question authority, and 

to understand the social, political, and economic forces 

that shape their lives. It must be about giving them the 

tools they need to fight for justice and liberation, not just 

in their own lives, but in the lives of others. 

The ANC government, once seen as the beacon of hope, 

has failed in many ways to deliver on its promises. 

Corruption has seeped into the very heart of the 

government, and the people who suffer the most are often 

those who need the most support—our youth, our 

schools, our communities. Yet, in the face of this, we must 

not lose hope. We must not accept the status quo. We 

must teach our students that change is possible, but only 

if they are willing to fight for it. 

In my classroom, I emphasize the importance of 

understanding the world through a critical lens. I teach my 

students about the history of South Africa, about the 

struggles we’ve faced, and about the promises that were 

made by the ANC to uplift the people. I teach them to 

understand how corruption, mismanagement, and 

inequality continue to affect our education system. And I 

teach them that their voices matter—that they can stand 

up and demand better for themselves and for future 

generations. 
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But more than anything, I teach them that they are not 

powerless. They are the future leaders, the activists, the 

thinkers, and the doers who will shape the South Africa of 

tomorrow. Through education, they can unlock the power 

to shape their own futures, to create a society that values 

justice, equality, and integrity. Education is the key to 

breaking the chains of corruption that hold us back. It is 

the key to empowering students to lead with pride, 

confidence, and a deep sense of who they are. 

I often tell my students that education is not just about 

learning what is in the textbooks. It is about learning to 

navigate the world around them. It is about understanding 

the systems of power that influence their lives and about 

using that knowledge to bring about change. They must 

be ready to challenge the systems that oppress them, to 

confront corruption when they see it, and to stand up for 

what is right, even when it is difficult. 

As an educator, I have made it my mission to teach for 

liberation. I teach not only to impart knowledge, but to 

empower my students to be active participants in shaping 

their futures. I want them to leave my classroom not just 

as graduates, but as leaders, as change-makers, as people 

who understand the power they hold in their hands. 

The streams of life in South Africa may be filled with 

obstacles and challenges, but I know that through 
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education, we can navigate them. Through education, we 

can rise above corruption, inequality, and the remnants of 

apartheid. We can create a new South Africa—one that is 

rooted in justice, fairness, and dignity for all. 

It is a long road ahead, but I am proud to be part of the 

current that is shaping that future. With every lesson, 

every conversation, every student I teach, I am helping to 

build the foundation for a new, brighter South Africa. And 

that, above all, is the greatest reward. 

 

Chapter 17: Creating a Space for Change – A 

Vision for South African Education 

As an educator, I’ve always believed that education can 

be the key to unlocking the potential of our youth. 

However, South African education, in its current state, 

faces significant challenges—especially with the ANC 

government’s continued neglect of the system. The 

promises that were once made to uplift the nation through 

education have faded into empty words, and the result is 

a broken system that doesn’t adequately serve the needs 

of our young people. 

In a country plagued by political, economic, and social 

inequality, the education system is one of the most critical 

areas that needs transformation. It’s not just about 
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providing students with knowledge; it’s about creating a 

space where they can envision a different future for 

themselves, one where they are empowered to shape 

their destiny, no matter their background. 

I’ve seen the struggles in my own community and 

beyond—the overcrowded classrooms, outdated 

textbooks, lack of resources, and the growing pressure to 

conform to an education system that doesn’t reflect the 

realities of many South African children. Yet, I am 

committed to being part of the solution, to create a space 

where students can truly thrive, even within this broken 

system. 

I began to realize that simply teaching the traditional 

curriculum wasn't enough. We needed to push for more 

practical, relevant education that would close the gaps of 

inequality, especially when it came to vocational studies. 

For years, these vocational tracks were overlooked and 

seen as secondary to academic learning. Yet, vocational 

education has the potential to be the bridge that connects 

students with the skills they need to succeed in the real 

world, and it can provide them with opportunities that are 

otherwise denied due to systemic inequality. 

In South Africa, many young people are left without 

proper training or the necessary skills to navigate a 

competitive job market. Vocational education, however, 
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can provide them with tangible skills in fields such as 

engineering, carpentry, and hospitality, among others. 

These are practical skills that can directly address the 

nation’s economic challenges and help reduce 

unemployment. 

But for this to work, we need the government to invest in 

vocational programs and to see them as an essential part 

of the education system, not a secondary option for those 

deemed "less academic." I am working hard to change this 

narrative, to show that vocational education isn’t just an 

alternative for students who struggle academically—it’s a 

pathway to economic independence and growth. 

Through my work as an educator, I’ve created programs 

in my own school where students can explore vocational 

skills. I’ve connected with local businesses to create 

internship opportunities and foster partnerships where 

students can gain hands-on experience. This, I believe, is 

how we start to close the gap in political, economic, and 

social inequality. We must provide our youth with the 

practical tools they need to succeed in the real world, 

whether through academic paths or vocational tracks. 

This is not an easy task. It requires support from the 

government, from communities, and from every educator 

who is willing to fight for better opportunities for their 

students. But, as I continue to advocate for change in the 
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education system, I find that the desire for progress is 

there. My students want more. They want to be equipped 

with skills that will help them stand on their own feet. 

They want to break the cycle of poverty, and vocational 

education could be the key to unlocking those 

opportunities. 

As I work toward creating this space for practical learning, 

I also understand that we must challenge the neglect of 

the ANC government. Their failure to invest in quality 

education for all is one of the greatest injustices of our 

time. Yet, I am not discouraged. As an educator, I know 

that the change doesn’t have to come from them alone. 

Change starts with us—the teachers, the students, and the 

communities that stand together to demand better. 

Through education, we can fight back against inequality 

and empower our youth to reclaim their futures. 

 

Chapter 18: Empowering the Next Generation – 

Bridging the Gap 

The crisis in South African education is one that weighs 

heavily on my heart every single day. The government’s 

negligence towards education has left many students 

struggling, with some schools lacking basic infrastructure, 

proper teaching materials, and qualified teachers. It’s 
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heartbreaking to see young minds so full of potential be 

limited by circumstances that are far beyond their control. 

But I refuse to accept this fate for them. 

The ANC’s neglect has meant that many students have 

been deprived of the education they deserve. This crisis 

isn’t just about failed promises or poor policies—it’s about 

lives, futures, and hopes dashed because of a system that 

continues to fail the people it was supposed to serve. 

Yet, as an educator, I cannot sit back and watch my 

students become victims of this failure. I cannot let them 

fall into the same trap that many generations before them 

did. I have to fight to create spaces where education can 

truly empower. I’ve come to understand that education is 

not just about filling a child’s mind with facts; it’s about 

preparing them for a future where they can lead their own 

lives with confidence, independence, and resilience. 

The crisis in education has also highlighted the urgent 

need for a change in focus. Vocational studies offer a 

crucial path forward. While academic learning is 

important, it often leaves behind those who are not 

inclined to follow traditional routes. The government’s 

failure to recognize vocational education as an essential 

part of the education system only deepens the social and 

economic inequalities we face as a nation. 
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There are countless students in South Africa who will 

never attend university, not because they lack intelligence 

or ambition, but because the opportunity to pursue higher 

education is out of reach for many. The lack of investment 

in vocational training only perpetuates the cycle of 

poverty. But vocational education is a way out. It’s a 

practical path to employment, independence, and dignity. 

Whether it’s in the fields of plumbing, welding, or even 

software development, vocational education can bridge 

the gap between education and employment. It can close 

the divide between those who are educated but 

unemployed, and those who are working but unqualified. 

In my own school, I’ve begun to champion the 

importance of vocational education. I work tirelessly to 

secure partnerships with local businesses and industries, 

offering my students opportunities to gain real-world 

experience through internships and apprenticeships. It’s 

not enough to teach theory in a classroom—students 

need to apply what they learn, to see the direct impact of 

their education on the world around them. They need to 

be able to walk out of school with the confidence that 

they can find work, create their own opportunities, and 

lead successful lives. 

I also work to make vocational studies more respected in 

our communities. We need to change the mindset that 

vocational education is somehow “less than” academic 
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education. The truth is, vocational skills are just as 

important—if not more so—because they directly 

address the needs of our society. We need skilled 

electricians, builders, and nurses. We need the hands-on 

workers who make our world function, but too often, 

these roles are undervalued. 

Through my work, I want to change that. I want to create 

an environment where students who choose vocational 

paths are not seen as failures, but as pioneers in their own 

right. Their education should be valued just as much as 

the academic routes, because they are learning the 

practical skills that will shape the future of South Africa. 

The road ahead is challenging. We are fighting against 

years of neglect, a government that hasn’t prioritized 

education, and a society that often undervalues practical 

skills. But I am hopeful. I know that through education, 

through our collective efforts, we can break the chains of 

inequality and give our students the tools they need to 

build a better future. 

We must continue to demand change from the 

government. We must continue to advocate for policies 

that put students’ needs first. But most importantly, we 

must empower our students to take charge of their own 

futures, to use the power of education to navigate the 
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challenges of the real world, and to rise above the 

hardships they face. 

In this journey, we are not just shaping minds—we are 

shaping the future of South Africa. 

 

Chapter 19: Shaping the Future – Feminist 

Poststructuralism Meets Humanistic Values 

As I continue my journey in education, I find myself 

standing at a crossroads, where the roads of theory, 

philosophy, and social justice converge. Here, I am not 

just an educator—I am a voice for the voiceless, a 

champion for those whose stories have long been ignored, 

marginalized, or misunderstood. As a Xhosa educator, 

navigating the complexities of South Africa's education 

system, I’ve come to realize that the change we so 

desperately need cannot be found in one singular theory, 

but rather in the blending of ideas that challenge the status 

quo and embrace the diversity of human experience. One 

such blend that I have come to deeply value is feminist 

poststructuralism, infused with the heart and soul of 

humanistic values. 

Feminist poststructuralism is a critical approach that 

acknowledges the complex layers of power, identity, and 

representation in our society. It challenges the binary and 
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hierarchical structures that have long dominated our 

thinking, especially those embedded in the educational 

system. This perspective is invaluable when we look at 

South Africa’s inclusive education system, particularly in 

rural and township schools, where the voices of women, 

girls, and marginalized communities are often silenced. 

In these spaces, the educational system—designed with 

a colonial history in mind—still echoes the gendered and 

class-based disparities that have perpetuated injustice for 

generations. Here, feminist poststructuralism offers a 

framework that helps me deconstruct the norms that 

have long shaped our education system. It allows me to 

understand how power structures have not only 

marginalized certain groups but also constructed 

identities that limit the potential of those who do not fit 

within these rigid boxes. 

Through a feminist poststructural lens, I see the necessity 

of understanding education as a dynamic, fluid process 

that must consider the multiplicity of identities and 

experiences. It pushes me to move beyond traditional 

notions of what education is supposed to be. Education 

cannot merely be about knowledge acquisition; it must be 

about empowering students—particularly girls and young 

women from rural and township schools—who are often 

left behind or invisible in the mainstream educational 

narrative. 
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But to do this, we must also integrate humanistic values 

into this process—values that affirm the humanity, 

dignity, and worth of every student. Humanism asks us to 

recognize the full person behind the student. It requires us 

to see their strengths, their dreams, and their potential, no 

matter their circumstances. It reminds us that education 

is not just a transaction of knowledge but a journey of self-

discovery, empathy, and empowerment. 

I have seen firsthand how young girls in rural and 

township schools are often told that their voices don’t 

matter, that their dreams are too big, and that their place 

in society is limited. These students grow up in 

environments where gender inequality is the norm, and 

education, for them, is often not a path to empowerment 

but a reminder of their place in the social hierarchy. 

However, when I infuse my teaching with feminist 

poststructural ideas and humanistic values, I empower 

my students to challenge these oppressive narratives. I 

encourage them to question who they are and who 

society says they should be. 

In the classroom, I create a space where every student, 

especially girls, can explore their own identities without 

fear of judgment. By incorporating feminist theory and 

humanistic principles, I am not just teaching them 

academic content—I am teaching them to critically 

analyze the world around them, to confront the 



Botha, W.  

limitations imposed by society, and to believe in their own 

ability to shape the future. 

For me, this work isn’t just about teaching—it’s about 

radical transformation. It’s about dismantling the existing 

power structures and replacing them with a more 

inclusive, diverse, and equitable model of education. In 

rural and township schools, this transformation is critical 

because these communities have long been excluded 

from the opportunities that mainstream schools in more 

privileged areas have been afforded. It’s time for this to 

change. 

 

Chapter 20: Breaking Barriers and Building 

Bridges: Inclusive Education in Rural and 

Township Schools 

As I continue to weave together the threads of feminist 

poststructuralism and humanistic education, I’m 

reminded that the future of South Africa lies in the hands 

of those who have been excluded from mainstream 

narratives—those who have been silenced, those whose 

opportunities have been limited. Inclusive education is 

not just an academic concept; it’s a movement, a call for 

a radical shift in how we think about and approach 
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education, especially in rural and township schools where 

the systemic barriers are most evident. 

In South Africa, the notion of inclusive education has 

evolved, but it remains deeply tied to the challenges of 

historical inequality, particularly in rural and township 

communities. Mainstream schools often prioritize 

academic excellence in a way that excludes students with 

diverse needs—students who may face language barriers, 

disability, socio-economic hardships, or who come from 

communities with historically limited access to quality 

education. However, for inclusive education to truly work, 

it needs to be more than just a policy. It must be a lived 

reality that dismantles the very barriers that have long 

kept these students out of the educational fold. 

Through my work as a critical educator, I see my role not 

only as one who imparts knowledge but as one who 

creates a space of belonging, where each student feels 

valued and seen for who they truly are. Feminist 

poststructuralism teaches us that identity is not fixed or 

singular, and that the most powerful learning comes from 

understanding the complexities of each individual 

student’s lived experiences. No two students are the 

same; no two paths to learning are identical. By 

embracing this, we can build a curriculum that is more 

flexible, inclusive, and responsive to the needs of every 

student, especially those in rural and township schools 
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who have historically been denied the opportunity to 

thrive. 

In these schools, we must provide an education that isn’t 

just a copy of the mainstream model, but one that is 

rooted in the community’s realities. That means teaching 

students in their native languages, incorporating 

indigenous knowledge systems into the curriculum, and 

designing lessons that are culturally relevant. When 

students see themselves reflected in the education 

system, they are more likely to engage, to believe in their 

own potential, and to break free from the limitations that 

society has placed on them. 

One of the biggest challenges in rural and township 

schools is the lack of resources. But instead of seeing this 

as an obstacle, I choose to see it as an opportunity—an 

opportunity to tap into the vast knowledge and wisdom 

that exists within these communities. We don’t need to 

rely solely on textbooks and outdated curricula. We can 

use storytelling, oral traditions, and community-based 

learning to bring lessons to life. We can bring in local 

experts, from farmers to artisans, who can teach practical 

skills and real-world knowledge that are valuable to the 

community. 

I’ve seen how much this approach empowers students—

especially girls who have long been sidelined. When they 
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see women in leadership roles within the community, they 

begin to believe that they too can lead. They begin to see 

that education is not just about memorizing facts but 

about gaining the tools to change their own lives and the 

lives of those around them. 

By infusing feminist poststructural ideas with humanistic 

values, I create a classroom environment that prioritizes 

empathy, understanding, and the recognition of each 

student's unique potential. I encourage my students to 

challenge the stereotypes they face, to question the roles 

society has assigned to them, and to build new identities 

that reflect their power, resilience, and strength. 

Ultimately, inclusive education in rural and township 

schools is about more than just creating space for those 

who have been excluded; it’s about breaking down the 

walls that separate us and building bridges toward a more 

just and equitable future. It’s about creating a space where 

every student, regardless of their background or 

circumstances, can access an education that nurtures 

their talents, their aspirations, and their dreams. It’s about 

giving every student the opportunity to not just learn, but 

to thrive. 

As I look toward the future of South African education, 

I’m filled with hope. Through inclusive education and the 

feminist poststructural lens, we can create a system that 
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reflects the diverse identities, cultures, and experiences of 

all our students. This is how we build a brighter future—

one that is not defined by the limits of the past but by the 

promise of a more inclusive, just, and compassionate 

tomorrow. 

 

Conclusion: The Journey Toward a New 

Horizon 

As I stand at the edge of the long road that has brought 

me to this point, I look back at the countless steps, 

struggles, and triumphs that have shaped me into the 

educator I am today. My journey as a critical humanistic 

pedagogist in South Africa has not been an easy one, but 

it has been a deeply transformative one. It has been about 

more than just teaching—it has been about challenging 

the norms, questioning the systems, and ultimately 

reshaping the very foundation upon which our education 

stands. 

South Africa's education system, built upon a legacy of 

colonialism, is one that continues to reflect the ideals and 

structures of Western thought. For too long, it has taught 

our children to look outward, to aspire to a world that 

values what is foreign and to turn away from the wisdom 

that lies within our own rich and diverse cultures. But I 

believe it is time for a change. It is time to break free from 
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the chains of Western-dominated education and create a 

system that honors the deep, transformative knowledge 

embedded in our indigenous identities. 

My journey as a Xhosa educator has shown me that 

education is not just about transmitting information—it's 

about understanding the whole person, their history, their 

identity, and their potential. It’s about seeing the power in 

each student to shape their own future, grounded in the 

wisdom of the past and the insight for the future. Through 

the lens of critical pedagogy, I’ve come to understand that 

true education is a tool for liberation. It should empower 

our students, especially those from marginalized 

communities, to question, to resist, and to ultimately 

transform the world around them. 

In the classroom, I’ve embraced a humanistic approach 

that places students at the center of the learning process, 

valuing their voices, their experiences, and their unique 

perspectives. By applying poststructural theories, I’ve 

been able to deconstruct the narratives that have long 

defined education—narratives that have often been 

oppressive, exclusionary, and dismissive of our 

indigenous knowledge systems. This process of 

deconstruction is not just about tearing down what exists, 

but about opening up space for something new to grow. 

It’s about acknowledging that Western educational 

structures, while valuable in some respects, cannot fully 
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encompass the complexities of African identities and the 

richness of African cultures. 

In embracing indigenous knowledge, we do not reject the 

global world—we invite it into our homes, our schools, 

and our communities, but on our own terms. We take the 

best of what the world has to offer and blend it with the 

wisdom passed down through generations. This fusion of 

knowledge—global and local, modern and traditional—

has the power to create an education system that is not 

only inclusive but empowering. It is an education that 

values the stories, the languages, and the histories that are 

too often overlooked. 

As a critical humanistic pedagogist, I’ve come to 

understand that education is never neutral. It carries with 

it the weight of history, of power, and of culture. The 

Western educational system, with its rigid structures and 

one-size-fits-all approach, has long been a tool of colonial 

dominance, erasing indigenous knowledge and forcing 

students to conform to a foreign set of values. But in South 

Africa, we can create an alternative—a system where 

students are not only educated in the conventional sense, 

but are empowered to lead with pride, confidence, and a 

deep sense of who they are. 

This process of reconstruction is not without its 

challenges. It requires a commitment to understanding 
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the complexities of our identities and histories, a 

willingness to embrace difference, and a courage to resist 

the status quo. But the reward is worth the effort. We are 

shaping the future of our nation through an education 

system that values each child’s potential, that recognizes 

the richness of their heritage, and that encourages them 

to think critically about the world they inherit. 

I envision a future where students in rural and township 

schools no longer feel disconnected from the world of 

education. Instead, they will see themselves reflected in 

the curriculum and in the stories they read. They will 

learn not only from textbooks but from the wisdom of 

their communities, from their elders, and from the land 

itself. They will understand that their indigenous 

knowledge is not something to be ashamed of, but 

something to be proud of. Through education, they will 

unlock the power to shape their own futures—futures 

rooted in their culture, their identity, and their community. 

As I continue this journey, I know that the work is far from 

over. But I am proud to be part of the current that is 

shaping a new, brighter future for South African 

education. The road ahead may be long and filled with 

challenges, but the hope that drives me forward is simple: 

through education, we have the power to dismantle the 

colonial legacies that still haunt our classrooms, and in 
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doing so, we can reconstruct a system that honors the 

richness and diversity of African identities. 

In the end, this journey is not just about me, or my 

students. It is about all of us—together, creating an 

education system that not only informs but also 

transforms. An education that does not just teach facts 

but nurtures the minds and hearts of the next generation. 

An education that empowers, uplifts, and most 

importantly, embraces the full humanity of every learner. 

This is the future I am working toward—one where every 

South African student has the tools to navigate the world 

with pride, wisdom, and the confidence to shape their 

own destiny. And I am proud to be part of that journey, as 

we reclaim our identities, rewrite our stories, and rebuild 

our education system from the ground up. 

 

 

THE END 

 


