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Abstract  
 
The present paper describes the Canadian Journal of Information and library 
science (CJILS) research output between 1993-2021. All articles published since 
1993 were analyzed for publication. The result reveals that 337 articles, book 
reviews, editorial and conference papers were published during 1993 to 2021. 
Authorship patterns, geographical locations of authors, keywords and 
contributions of various institutions from different continents were brought into 
consideration for this study. Longitudinal trends are noted in this research and the 
data were compared with earlier descriptions of information science in Canada. 
The result shows that majority of works were contributed by scholars from 
Canada. Noticing the year-wise contributions, it was found that the year 2015 
was good by contributing 22 papers in CJILS. Among the most prominent 
institutions, The University of Western Ontario produced total 54 papers. Among 
the most prominent authorship, Julien, H. remained in the top position with ten 
articles at this journal. The 28 years contribution to the Canadian Journal of 
Information and Library Science (CJILS) will help the dynamic researchers, 
scholars in library and information science and stakeholders of the journal to 
further advance the quality of journal in the near future.  
 
Keywords: Bibliometric Analysis, Canadian Journal of Information and Library 
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Introduction and Literature Review  
The Canadian Journal of Information and Library Science is a scholarly journal 
published by the Canadian Association for Information Science since 1976. It is 
one of the oldest bilingual academic journals in the library and information field. 
Though some other journals were published in Canada, however, this journal is 
popular for the scholarly work since its inception. It is said to be the Canada's 
oldest bilingual, scholarly journal in the field of Library and Information Science 
(LIS), although there are other journals in the field published from Canada. 
Nilsen (2007), who contributed articles within this journal, articulated that this is 
one of the most prominent producing quality knowledge for vast audience in the 
country and abroad. In another article by Nilsen (2010), he stated that this journal 
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contributes empirical knowledge in the form of articles, reviews, short surveys, 
and editorial and conference papers relevant to the field. In his article Wolfram 
(2012) examined that the contributions made by the Canadian scholars during 
1989-2008 have a high impact on the scholarly world. Bibliometric has become 
a buzz world in the library realm, the word bibliometric has defined by Hussain, 
A (2021) in his paper that it was first used by Alan Pritchard earlier in 1969. It 
has been used by scholar in the field since that time. In their paper, Ikram et al. 
(2021) explained that bibliometric analysis had become one of the largest 
research zones in librarianship, highlighting the published record of various 
journals to quantify the authors, subject, and geographical locations and year by 
year works in specific journal. In his paper, Hussain Abid (2021) stated that 
Library science had become the most extensive research zone in bibliometrics. 
So far, more than 1000 members have contributed enormous publications on 
various journals in the field. Paul-Hus, Mongeon, and Shu (2016) have published 
a paper on bibliometric research that deals with contemporary scholastic works 
published in Canada. He also explained the research trends in library and 
information science in Canada are rising on a large scale. He also found that 
Canadian authors increase research in library and information sciences. Lin and  
Chang Huang (2015) investigated research topics in highly cited papers 
published during 1995-2014. They mentioned that most of the documents were 
written on bibliometrics and information seeking /retrieval were the central were 
highest research areas in library and information science. Aharony conducted 
research in (2012) about information technology and social sciences.   Similar 
research was conducted by Cronin and Larivière, Sugimoto (2012), which 
analyzed library and information science journals published since 1960. 
Information behavior and retrieval were the largest researched areas in the LIS 
journal discussed by Wolfran(2012). The current paper's result will be compared 
with the data set published in the Canadian Journal of Information and Library 
Science (CJILS) over the LIS landscape.   
 
Research Problem 

 
Canadian Journal of Information and Library Science (CJILS) is one of the oldest 
journals of Canada that deals with library and information science. The journal 
published empirical knowledge with blind review team. This journal is one of the 
most popular venue for Canadian authors in LIS. It is one of the excellent 
platform for the close analysis of the journal. It can reveal transformation over 
time and help determine whether the journal meets its publisher, CAIS/ACSI, and 
editors. This analysis was undertaken to provide data to inform future directions 
for the journal. 
 
Research Questions 



 
1. What is the research productivity of CJILS between 1993 and 2021? 

2. What is the level of authorship (number and location of authors) in CJILS 
between 1993 and 2021? 

3. What kind of document published by CJILS between 1993 and 2021?  
4. What is the most researched subject in terms of keywords? 
6. What are the contribution strengths of countries and Institutions in CJILS? 

 
 
Method 

 
All articles published in CJILS during 1993-2021 were analyzed using 
bibliometric and content analysis methods (the most common methods White & 
Marsh 2006; Julien, Pecoskie & Reed 2011). Articles contributed in CJILS by 
authors, Institutions and countries of different continents were analyzed carefully 
using Scopus Database and Journal website. Subject matters of articles based on 
classification and characteristic method of Wolfram's (2012)  were used as a 
model. The analysis reveals longitudinal trends in the journal's readership and 
contents over 27 years. The study shows that a total of 337 articles was published 
in CJILS during 1993-2021.  
 
 

Findings of the Study 

 
Chart 1 shows the year-wise collection of CJILS during 1993-2021. There are a 
total of 337 documents published in this journal. In 1993 total of 17 articles were 
published; in the year 2021, full ten articles were recorded in this journal. The 
less contributory year is 2003, which shows only one article. In 2015 total of 22 
articles were published, which is the highest year in terms of contribution. The 
majority of the articles were found in 1993, 2013 and 2014.  
 

 



 
 

  

Table 2 shows the most dynamic authorship in CJILS. The record indicates that 
Julien H.  has contributed more articles than other authors. The second highest 
author in terms of contributions was found Beheshti J. followed by Large, A. with 
seven articles. The lowest authors in the given chart are Zhang J., Wolfram D. 
and  Smiraglia R.P, with four articles. The study reveals that the majority of the 
authors were from Canada.  



 
 
Chart 3 shows the full documents published in CJILS. After extracting the whole 
record, most of them were articles  (279 ) followed by Review articles with 34 
numbers. The conference papers were given less space in the CJILS. The 
Editorial team should encourage these two areas to strengthen the scope of CJILS 
further.  

 
  



Chart 4 shows the most highlighted Keywords in CJILS. It was found that the 
majority of them were from Canada, which appeared 11 times in the whole 
record, followed by Information Literacy with seven numbers. Libraries, Public 
Libraries and Librarians were 7 and 6 respectively. The articles with keywords in 
Open Access were recorded five, followed by Social Media and Academic 
Libraries. The lowest record in terms of Keywords was communication and 
image retrieval.   

 
 
The map below shows the top ten countries that contributed articles to CJILS. It 
was found that the majority of the articles were published from the United 
Kingdom, Canada, South Africa, Mexico, Colombo, Russia and India, etc. All 
countries were given more chances, but developing countries were found less in 
number, which shows that only developed countries were considered for this 
publication.  



 
 
 

Chart 5 shows the contributions of articles in different languages in CJILS. It was 
found that the majority of the papers were shown in English 310, followed by 
French with 80 papers. Only one article was found in Spanish. English is a 
globally recognized language and French is a second language in the CJILS. 
Spanish language should be given more chance in the future.  
 

 

 
Table 3 shows the contributions of Institutions in CJIL. The record shows that 
The University of Western Ontario has contributed a good number of 54 papers, 



followed by Universite McGill with 22 papers. The less description of 
contributory papers was found at the University of Ottawa with seven papers, 
followed by the University of Ibadan with four papers.  

 
 

 
Conclusion and Recommendations  
 
The Canadian Journal of Information and Library Science (CJILS) is a scholarly 
journal published by the Canadian Association for Information Science since 
1976. It is one of the oldest bilingual academic journals in the library and 
information field. The author made some attempts to highlight the journal's scope 
in terms of research productions, authorship, geographical locations of authors 
and Institutions, keywords and most dynamic countries, etc. The present study 
reveals that total 337 articles were published in CJILS during 1993 and 2021. 
The study shows that most articles were published from Canada and the United 
Kingdom, followed by other European countries. It was also found that the most 
dynamic institutions in CJILS were the University of West Ontario and 
University McGill. Among most dynamic authors, Julien H.  has contributed ten 
articles. The second highest author in terms of contributions was Beheshti J. with 
seven articles followed by Large, A. The lowest authors in the given chart are 
Zhang J., Wolfram D. and Smiraglia R.P, with four articles. Among the most 
appeared keywords, Canada and Information Literacy were the highest, followed 
by Libraries, Public Libraries and Librarians. Most articles 310 were written in 
English, followed by French, with 80 numbers. There was only one article in the 



Spanish language in CJILS. In overall contribution, there were total 279 articles 
34 reviews, and 8 conference papers. It seems that Conference papers and reviews 
were given less space. Overall, The Canadian Journal of Information and Library 
Science (CJILS) has reasonable markup in Library and Information Science. 
Keeping in view the analysis and result of the paper following recommendations 
are made to further strengthen the scope and quality of the CJILS in the country 
and abroad:  
 

 
➢ The CJILS is a bilingual journal publishing articles in English and Francais 

(Canada). Spanish and French should also be given a chance for the diverse 
community living in Canada to cement the scope further. 

➢ The journal publishes three times a year. It should be made quarterly basis 
to accommodate more articles. 

➢ The journal's scope can be enhanced by indexing it in top indexing agencies 
like Scopus, Web of Science and many others. 

➢ Authors from developing countries should be given more chance to share 
their narratives abroad. 

➢ Dynamic authors should be encouraged with a stipulated amount for their 
distinctive contributions. 

➢ Stakeholders should widen the scope of editors in different countries and 
they should be given an amount for peer-reviewing and editorship. 

➢ The narrative of CJILS should be reached to International Associations like 
ALA, ACRL and Canadian Library Associations, etc.  

➢ The editor and manager should make timely responses if articles are 
rejected in the journal.  

➢ The number of articles in each issue may be increased to strengthen the 
journal's scope.   
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