Reuvisiting Europe: An Indian Civilizational Lens on History, Identity, Narrative

This analysis re-evaluates European history and identity using an Indian civilizational
framework. It critically interrogates dominant European-generated accounts, contrasting
them with Indian societal parallels, drawing from indicated source materials.

Europe Re-evaluation: An Imperative

Understanding Europe necessitates an Indian viewpoint, moving beyond Europe's self-
projected global image. Late fifteenth-century European global expansion initiated a
pervasive obscurity, clouding accurate comprehension regarding Europe itself and
encountered regions. Disseminated narratives, histories, and geographies often
reflected European desired portrayals, not unvarnished realities. Penetrating this
obscuration demands Europe's accurate internal comprehension. An Indian civilizational
perspective enhances such understanding. This reframing allows a more objective
assessment, free from Eurocentric biases that historically shaped global discourse.

Europe: Geography, Climate, Nascent State

The landmass currently termed Europe existed nameless for eons; five million years
Europe remained non-existent, an Asian appendage. European geography features a
western Atlantic Ocean (long impassable), southern enclosed seas (Mediterranean,
Black Sea) island-dotted, and a northern Great Polar Ice Cap. Asia lies eastward, land
bridges connecting. The Ice Age, peaking 18,000-20,000 years past, profoundly shaped
its climate. Ice commenced melting approximately 8,000 years ago; many areas
witnessed this melt only 5,000-6,000 years prior, making human settlement historically
recent. Europe’s mountainous terrain and rivers—often north-south flowing or
navigationally unsuitable year-round—contribute its fragmentation. This geographic
configuration inherently favors separation, isolation, regional identity, and
compartmentalization. India’s geography, contrastingly, promotes integrity, unity.
European forests, frequently dry woodland, offered refuge but lacked Indian forests'
abundant produce. Geographic barriers limited internal travel, unlike India where rivers
and plains facilitated army, trader, pilgrim, and spiritual seeker movement. This
environmental determinism suggests Europe's early trajectory inclined towards localized
identities, a stark contrast to India's geographically facilitated broader, more integrated
civilizational development, fostering distinct socio-political evolutions.

European Settlement: Asian/Indian Migratory Waves

European human settlement is a comparatively recent development, substantially post-
dating ice melt. Noticeable early European human settlements appeared roughly two to
two-and-a-half millennia ago, primarily Mediterranean coastal regions where climate
favored agriculture. These settlers originated continuously Asia-ward, particularly
Central Asian grass plains, traversing land passages. Professor Kedia identifies these
migrants as Bharatvanshis (Bharata descendants) or Asians, encompassing groups
European historical records term barbarians, Goths, Huns, others. This continuous influx



suggests Europe's demographic and cultural foundations are deeply, perhaps primarily,
Asian, challenging narratives of autochthonous European origins.

The publication "The Dawn of European History" documents eastern movements,
invasions.

Earliest settlements, notably ancient Greece (Aegean Sea environs), these peoples
founded. These settlers, ancient Greece's creators, came Asia-ward.

The name "Europe" itself purportedly derives from Europa, a Phoenician Asian princess,
Greek legend states. Her east-west journey mirrors the sun's path, symbolizing a
foundational eastern genesis, a symbolic eastward origin often underplayed in Western
historiography.

Migrant groups conquered, intermingled with extant inhabitants, establishing
settlements. They imported language, culture, deities, clothing, food habits,
customs, bearing Indian tradition similarities. European writings use the term
"Indo-European” describing these groups; the argument posits they are
fundamentally Indian peoples. The linguistic "Indo-European” label itself might be
a later construct obscuring a more direct Indian wellspring, a term potentially
masking deeper origins.

Migratory communities like Jats and Romani (Gypsies) also show Indian
linkages, Romani European migration noted around the eleventh century.

Central Asian peoples, identified Bharatvanshis, continuously migrated, settling
Europe, especially eastern, central parts. This sustained migration pattern implies
less a series of isolated events and more a demographic continuum
fundamentally shaping early Europe, suggesting a persistent Asian contribution
to European ethnogenesis.

European Historical Accounts: A Critique

Europe's commonly presented history, particularly nineteenth and twentieth-century
compositions, is argued largely a construction evidence-limited, lacking coeval written
records. Unlike Indian texts (Mahabharata, Ramayana), Europe reportedly lacks
comprehensive contemporary written historical accounts for early eras. This absence
necessitated later interpretations, often shaped by prevailing ideologies rather than
direct testimony, rendering much early European history a retrospective projection.

The term "barbarian invasions,” describing Roman Empire incursions, undergoes
reinterpretation. These "barbarians” were often peoples whose language Romans failed
comprehending. Crucially, these migrants frequently became high-ranking officials,
military generals, kings, queens within Roman systems, indicating integration and
influence, not mere destruction. This reinterpretation shifts the "barbarian” from a
destructive outsider to an integral, transformative agent within late Roman society.

The ancient Greece-Rome connection with later "European” or Christian identity



appears tenuous, a subsequent imposition. Early European narratives—Christian clergy
authored, later secular scholars continued—reflect a Christian-centric bias. This
teleological framing, linking pagan antiquity to a Christian destiny, may be an
anachronistic projection, serving to create a manufactured historical continuity.
Europe's "Dark Ages" concept (roughly fifth-thirteenth centuries AD) undergoes
discussion, often linked Roman Empire's fall, pre-dating the "Enlightenment.” This
periodization itself might reflect a particular narrative emphasizing decline before a
Europe-centric "rebirth," a narrative that conveniently omits non-European civilizational
continuities and advancements during the same period.

Europe's distinct "nation-states” idea is described a modern concept, nineteenth-century
prominence especially, not a historical reality for much Europe's past. This underscores
the constructed nature of modern European political identities, challenging their claims
to deep historical roots.

Indian Civilization (Sanatana Dharma): A Contrastive Analysis

Sanatana Dharma, India's indigenous tradition, exhibits a continuous history, thousands
years spanning. Unlike Europe's destruction-fragmentation narrative, Sanatana Dharma
and Indian civilization represent continuously flowing traditions. This continuity suggests
inherent resilience and adaptability, offering a different model of civilizational
persistence.

Indian geography, with navigable rivers, unified landmass (compared Europe's
fragmented peninsulas, mountains), facilitated connection, large unified empire
emergence. This geographical advantage fostered a different scale of political and
cultural integration, promoting a pan-Indian civilizational consciousness.

Sanatana Dharma offers a worldview encompassing cyclical existence, karma, dharma.
This contrasts Abrahamic religions' linear, creation-focused narrative. Karma ensures
action results, good or bad, are certain; human limitations obscure timing. Dharma
establishes guidelines, institutions constantly encouraging virtuous actions. This
contrasts the Abrahamic genesis story: humanity born a single couple paradise-driven,
world cursed, leading inherent struggles, external salvation dependence. This
fundamental cosmological difference yields divergent societal psychologies and
responses to adversity, with Sanatana Dharma fostering intrinsic responsibility versus
external reliance.

While Europe, particularly post-1970s, reportedly experiences significant societal issues
(loneliness, depression, child abuse, violence, fleeting pleasure focus), India's long
tradition, societal structures provide life's enduring framework. The Sanatana
framework's emphasis on interconnectedness, community, and purpose may offer
intrinsic buffers against anomie, suggesting alternative solutions to modern societal
maladies.

European Narrative: Agenda-Driven Disinformation
Western countries, UK and USA patrticularly, target India human rights issues, while



ignoring their own historical atrocities (e.g., British Indian actions) and current societal
problems. This constitutes baseless politics, mud-slinging. This selective moralizing
often serves geopolitical agendas rather than genuine humanitarian concern, a
continuation of colonial-era power projection.

Historical European powers constructed distorted non-Western culture images through
concepts like Orientalism, portraying them inferior, legitimizing colonial domination. This
epistemic violence underwrote physical subjugation, creating enduring intellectual
dependencies.

This colonial mindset continues affecting contemporary narratives, marginalizing India's
indigenous philosophies, institutions.

Identified forces, internal and external, attempt Indian society fragmentation,
undermining its spiritual, cultural foundations—termed "Breaking India" forces. These
forces seek to disrupt India's inherent unity by exploiting fault lines, often manufactured
or exaggerated.

Organizations like Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and symbols like Bhagwa
Dhwaj (saffron flag) are propaganda targets. While Bhagwa Dhwaj symbolizes sacrifice,
renunciation, unity, and RSS aims promoting cultural nationalism India's ethos-rooted,
critics (often Western media, academia) misrepresent their activities colonial biases
filtering, ignoring their broader civilizational mission. This misrepresentation perpetuates
colonial-era power dynamics in knowledge production, demonizing indigenous self-
strengthening efforts.

The sources advocate reclaiming authentic narratives India's heritage-rooted,
countering these divisive influences, decolonizing academic discourse by integrating
indigenous knowledge. Knowledge itself, Vagdevi (Goddess Saraswati) symbolized,
represents resistance against ignorance, manipulation. True knowledge, therefore,
becomes an act of civilizational self-assertion and decolonization.

Abstract:

Vagdevi (Goddess Saraswati) reverence, the Hindu knowledge deity, shows deep
Indian cultural, spiritual roots. This paper explores her philosophical, cultural
significance as an India-transcending unifying force. Concurrently, it examines Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)-Bhagwa Dhwaj (saffron flag) relationship: national pride,
cultural identity emblem, colonial narrative resistance. The study critiques certain
European-centric ideological frameworks' historical propaganda propagation, aimed
undermining indigenous traditions, institutions like RSS, misrepresenting their
symbolism, values, societal cohesion contributions. A multidisciplinary approach
highlights these themes' interconnectedness, emphasizing authentic narrative
reclamation India's rich heritage-rooted.

Literature Review:

1. Vagdevi: Symbolism, Cultural Relevance



Classical Texts, Iconography: Scholars like Zimmer (1946) and Daniélou
(1991) extensively studied Vedic literature, Puranic texts understanding
Vagdevi's role, intellectual pursuits', arts', divine speech’'s embodiment.
Her iconography—veena (musical instrument), books, swan depicted—often
signifies creativity-discipline-discernment harmony.

Philosophical Dimensions: Radhakrishnan's (1923) works underscore
Saraswati's metaphysical importance, not merely a goddess but also a
cosmic principle governing human consciousness, enlightenment. Modern
interpretations, Malhotra's (2016) included, emphasize her contemporary
society critical thinking, ethical leadership fostering relevance.

Interfaith Perspectives: Interreligious dialogue studies (e.g., Clooney,
2008) highlight Saraswati's universal attributes' cross-faith resonance,
making her a mutual understanding bridge amidst pluralistic societies.

2. RSS, Bhagwa Dhwaj: Historical Context, Symbolism

RSS Foundational Ideals: Dr. K.B. Hedgewar's 1925 founding, the RSS is
a socio-cultural organization promoting Hindutva—cultural nationalism
India’s ancient ethos-rooted. Scholars like Andersen & Damle (1987)
analyze its grassroots movement evolution to modern India’s social fabric
significant influencer.

Bhagwa Dhwaj Significance: The saffron flag holds immense symbolic
value, representing sacrifice, renunciation, unity. Jaffrelot (1996) states,
the Bhagwa Dhwaj serves committed individuals' rallying point, preserving
India’s cultural legacy amidst global homogenization pressures.

Critiques, Misinterpretations: Critics argue Western media, academia often
portray RSS through a colonial bias-tainted lens, reducing its activities
mere political maneuvering, not recognizing its broader civilizational
mission (Elst, 2001).

3. European Narrative Agenda-Driven Propaganda Against Indigenous
Traditions

Colonial Constructs, Orientalism: Edward Said’s

seminal Orientalism (1978) provides insights how European powers
constructed distorted non-Western culture images, portraying them inferior
or barbaric. These narratives were instrumental legitimizing imperial
domination over India-like regions.

Post-Colonial Discourse: Thinkers like Ashis Nandy (1983) critique how
post-independence India continues grappling residual colonial mindsets,



educational systems, media narratives perpetuated. Such agendas often
marginalize indigenous philosophies, RSS-like institutions.

Contemporary Challenges: Rajiv Malhotra's recent works (2011, 2014)
delve into "Breaking India" forces phenomenon—internal and
external—seeking Indian society fragmentation by undermining its spiritual,
cultural foundations. He argues authentic narrative reclamation is crucial
countering these divisive influences.

4. Integrating Themes: Vagdevi, RSS, Countering Propaganda

Conclusion:

Knowledge as Resistance: Parallels drawn between Vagdevi’'s knowledge
patron role and RSS’s education, character-building emphasis, scholars
suggest both entities serve ignorance, ideological manipulation bulwarks
(Kumar, 2017).

Cultural Revival Movements: Cultural revivalism studies (e.g., Baird, 2006)
illustrate how Bhagwa Dhwaj-like traditional symbols-inspired movements
can foster resilience against externally imposed ideologies.

Future Directions: Decolonizing academic discourse, integrating
indigenous epistemologies into mainstream scholarship shows growing
recognition need. This shift would enable RSS-like organizations, their
nation-building contributions a more balanced understanding (Chatterjee,
1993).

This review underscores Vagdevi's profound importance, a timeless intellectual, spiritual
growth inspiration source. It also illuminates RSS's commitment, upholding India's
cultural heritage through Bhagwa Dhwaj-like symbols. Critically examining European
narrative agenda-driven propaganda'’s impact, this analysis advocates authentic voice,
perspective reclamation, honoring India's diverse yet cohesive identity. Future research
should bridge traditional wisdom-modern challenges gaps, creating a more inclusive,
equitable global narrative.





